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It’s no secret that a dull knife can turn a simple undertaking into a frustrating challenge. Therefore, a
sharp blade is essential for performing various outdoor tasks efficiently and safely. That’s where a
knife sharpener comes in, ensuring your blade retains its sharpness for whatever task you’re using it
for. This detailed guide offers instructions and tips for anyone unfamiliar with using a knife
sharpener, so you can maintain your blade like a pro. 

Choose the Right Knife Sharpener Type 

First, you’ll need to figure out which type of knife sharpener you need. Just as there are various types
of knives, there are also different types of sharpeners, including:

Whetstones (Sharpening Stones)

A whetstone, also known as a sharpening stone, is the most traditional and versatile tool for
sharpening knives. This works by manually moving the blade across the stone at a specific angle.
The abrasive surface of the stone removes metal from the blade, creating a sharper edge. 

Sharpening stones are available in ranging grits, such as coarse and fine, to accommodate various
levels of dullness. Outdoor enthusiasts might prefer to use a whetstone because it offers the most
control and precision when sharpening a blade. However, the process takes longer compared to other
types of sharpeners. 

Manual Knife Sharpeners 

These compact, user-friendly devices are designed for quick sharpening. Manual knife sharpeners
consist of abrasive materials, typically diamond or ceramic, housed in a plastic body with a slot
where you insert the knife. 

To sharpen the knife, the user places the blade in the guide slot and draws it through, using a back-
and-forth motion. Manual sharpeners are known for their ease of use, requiring little skill to operate.
They are often relied on for regular maintenance, preventing the need for extensive refinement. 

Electric Knife Sharpener 

Electric knife sharpeners automate the sharpening process, using battery power, such as 12 volt, or a
standard electrical outlet. The motor-driven abrasive wheel or belt grinds down the blade to create a
sharp edge. The process is generally much faster than other types of knife sharpeners, making an
electric sharpener ideal for users who want quick results. 

However, given their build, electric sharpeners tend to be bulkier, making them less portable than a
manual option. Additionally, they can wear down blades more quickly than mechanical griding if the
incorrect technique is used. 

Instructions for Using a Knife Sharpener 

A quality knife with a sharp edge is an essential tool for outdoor adventures and activities. Tasks,
such as food preparation, building shelters, cutting rope or processing firewood, demand precision.
With a sharp knife, you can perform clean, controlled cuts with minimal effort. Using a dull knife
will slow down the process, leading to you exerting more effort or using valuable resources.

While the goal of achieving a sharp blade is the same regardless of the sharpener type, the process
varies. For the best results, follow these steps:

Prepare the Sharpening Tool 

Before you begin, ensure that the sharpening device is properly prepared. If you are using a
whetstone, soak it in water for up to 10 minutes before sharpening.  When using a manual or electric
sharpener, check to make certain they are clean and set up according to the manufacturer’s
instructions. 
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Set the Correct Angle 

The angle at which you sharpen your knife directly correlates to how sharp it becomes as a result.
When sharpening a blade, a lower angle generally results in a sharper edge. For most outdoor knives,
the ideal sharpening angle is 25 degrees per side. This ensures an optimal balance of sharpness and
durability, which is needed for tasks that are common with outdoor activities. For jobs that require
more durability, such as chopping wood, opt for a higher angle.  

Sharpen the Blade

This step will vary the most, depending on the type of sharpener you’re using:

Sharpening With a Whetstone

If your knife’s blade is dull or has chips, begin with the coarse side of the stone. Place the blade at
your desired angle, and using light pressure, perform a sweeping motion from the base to the tip to
move the knife across the stone. Make sure to work both sides of the blade evenly. Once the edge is
shaped, use the finer side of the stone to hone the edge for precision and smoothness. 

Sharpening With a Manual Sharpener 

Many manual pull-through sharpeners have multiple guide slots for different stages, such as a coarse
slot for dull or damaged blades, as well as a fine slot for honing or polishing a sharpened blade. When
using a manual sharpener, insert it into the coarse guide slot and gently pull the knife through from
heel to tip with even pressure, while maintaining your preferred angle. Repeat this process on both
sides of the blade until you’ve achieved the desired sharpness. 

After using the coarse slot, position the knife into the fine slot for honing the edge and creating a
smoother surface. Pull the knife through the fine slot, just as you did with the coarse slot. 

Sharpening With an Electric Sharpener 

Place the sharpener on a stable, flat surface and plug it into a reliable power source if necessary.
Electric knife sharpeners typically have multiple settings, such as course, medium or fine. If the
knife is very dull, start with the coarse slot and work your way up to fine. 

Insert the knife into the appropriate slot facing down, gently pulling it through from heel to tip with
light, even pressure, allowing the sharpener to do the work. Repeat this process two to four times on
each side, depending on how sharp you want the blade to be. Switch to the next stage and repeat the
process, but with fewer strokes, as the fine slot is for polishing and honing the edge. 

Test the Sharpness 

After you’ve completed the sharpening process, slice through an object, such as a piece of paper or a
piece of rope, to test the results. A properly sharpened knife will be able to cut easily with minimal
effort.  

Tips for Maintaining Your Knives 

Maintaining the condition of your knife’s blade ensures the metal wears down evenly and gradually.
This helps to prolong the lifespan of the blade. When left dull, a knife requires more frequent and
intensive upkeep so that its structure isn’t compromised. 

The proper maintenance of your knives is crucial and goes beyond sharpening. To keep your knife in
top condition, clean it after each use. Wash the knife with warm water and mild dish soap to remove
any residue, dirt or food particles. Make sure to dry the knife completely to avoid rust, which is
common for high-carbon steel blades. 

When not in use, your knife should always be stored properly. Use a protective case or sheath to
prevent your knife from becoming damaged. Additionally, don’t leave your knife in a damp or humid
environment, as moisture can cause rust or corrosion. 
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A knife’s handle is just as important as the blade and should be checked regularly for signs of
damage, cracks or wear. If your knife has a wooden handle, routinely clean it and apply a small
amount of wood oil or wax to prevent it from drying out. 

Find Knife Sharpeners and Other Tools at Tractor Supply 

A knife with a sharp edge is imperative For Life Out Here, as it will enhance your efficiency and
overall experience. By knowing how to use a knife sharpener, you ensure your tools are ready for any
challenges you face out in the wilderness. 

Whether you’re a seasoned outdoorsman with a plethora of adventures under your belt or someone
looking to enjoy nature for the first time, quality gear matters. Our inventory includes a variety of
outdoor essentials, such as knives, knife sharpeners and more. Visit your local Tractor Supply store
today or shop online.
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