
SET POSTS WITHOUT MIXING

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Dig the post hole making it 3x the width of the post and a minimum 
    depth equal to 1/3 of the above ground height of the post.  For lose or 
    sandy soil the use a QUIK-TUBE® Building Form is recomended.

2. Pour 6” of gravel or chrushed stone into bottom of hole.

3. Place post into hole.  Use a level to position post and attach 2x4s to 
    temporarily brace.

4. Fill the hole with with Fast-Setting Concrete Mix up to 3-4” below the 
    ground level.  

5. Pour water into the hole and allow it to soak into the dry mix. Use 
    enough water to saturate the Fast-Setting Concrete Mix.  
    Sets in 20-40 minutes. 

4. After the concrete has set.  Fill the remainder of the hole with soil or 
    sod.  Wait 4 hours before placing heavy objects.

TOOL & MATERIALS NEEDED:

• QUIKRETE® Fast-Setting Concrete    
• QUIK-TUBE® Building Form    
• Plumb line or level 
• Post hole digger or power auger 
• Pressure treated wood posts or galvanized steel posts
    

See reverse for slab and sidewalk building instructions
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2n Screed concrete level with the forms. Use a 2 x 4 in  
a sawing motion to level and remove excess concrete.

How to Build & Install Patio Forms How to Pour & Finish a Patio

4n Drive 3" Deck Screws through the stakes and into 
the form board on one side. Set a level so it spans the staked 
side of the form and the opposite form board, and use the 
level as a guide as you stake the second form board so it is 
level with the first. For large projects, use the mason’s strings 
as the primary guide for setting the height of all form boards.

5n Once the forms are staked and leveled, drive 
3” deck screws at the corners. Coat the insides of the 
forms with vegetable oil or a commercial release agent 
so concrete won’t bond to them. Tip: Tack nails to the 
outsides of the forms to mark locations for control joints. 
See page 14 for joint placement recommendations.

3n Cut several pieces of 2 × 4 
at least 12" long to use as stakes. 
Trim one end of each stake to a 
sharp point. Drive the stakes at 3-ft. 
intervals at the outside edges of the 
form boards, positioned to support 
any joints in the form boards.

2n Use the mason’s strings 
that outl ine the project as a 
reference for setting form boards in 
place. Starting with the longest form 
board, position the boards so the 
inside edges are directly below the 
strings.

4n Cut control joints in larger patios. Lay a 2 x 4 
straightedge guide on the surface and carefully tool 
control joints using a grooving tool. Allow the concrete 
to dry until sheen disappears, and then treat with acrylic 
cure and seal (see page 15). u

1n A form is a frame, usually 
made from 2 × 4 lumber, laid around 
a project site to contain poured 
concrete and establish its thickness. 
Cut 2 × 4s to create a frame with 
inside dimensions equal to the total 
size of the project.

1n Install reinforcement (optional) such as rebar 
and rewire set on bolsters (inset photo), and then mix and 
pour the concrete (see pages 12 to 15 and 138 to 143). The 
use of fiber-reinforced crack-resistant concrete eliminates 
the need for wire reinforcing mesh.

3n Float the concrete surface to create a surface  
that is both smooth and skid resistant. Wait until bleed 
water has disappeared before proceeding. Finish options 
include a broomed finish, a smooth steel-trowel finish or 
seed with small aggregate after floating.

BUILDING SLABS & SIDEWALKS

Sidewalks and patios should be at least 3 ½ inches thick.  For 
straight slabs, construct forms out of 2x4 boards. For curved slabs, 
use 1/4” (6 mm) plywood for forms.

Dampen the forms & base �thoroughly, but do not leave puddles.

Mix concrete and shovel into the form to completely fill it at a 
uniform depth and approximately ½ ” above the forms.

After the concrete has been spread and compacted, strike off and level 
using a straight 2x4 board. Move the edge of the board back and forth 
with a saw-like motion.  Float the surface smooth using a wooden or 
metal float or darby.

Cut the concrete away from the forms by running an edging tool or 
trowel along the forms to compact the slab edges. Cut 1” control joints 
into the slab every 6 to 8 feet using a grooving tool.

For a smooth finish, use a steel trowel after the surface moisture has 
evaporated and the concrete has lost its sheen.  A broom can be used 
for a more textured, skid-resistant finish. Surface is walkable in 2 
hours. Wait 4 hours before placing heavy objects on the slab.

Cure concrete according to instructions on Fast-Setting Concrete Mix bag.
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INSTRUCTIONS:

TOOL & MATERIALS NEEDED:

• QUIKRETE® Fast-Setting Concrete    
• QUIKRETE® Concrete Sealer
• Gravel or crushed stone (if needed)
• 2” x 4” (50 mm x 100 mm) screed board
• Wood float or finishing trowel
• Jointer and finishing broom
• Wheelbarrow and power mixer (recommended)
• Shovel

• Hammer
• Stakes and nails
• Carpenter’s square
• Measuring tape
• Mason’s line 
• Level
• Edger
• Masonry hoe


