
READ THIS MANUAL IN ITS ENTIRETY BEFORE USING THIS PRODUCT. FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS AND SAFETY 

PRECAUTIONS IN THIS MANUAL CAN RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.

Maximum Stored Energy

Output Voltage

Input Current

Pulses per Minute

R AC 200R AC60SPECIF IC ATIONS

0.6 Joules

7,000 Volts

1 Watt

45

2.1 Joules

11,000 Volts

2 Watts

45

KEEP THIS MANUAL IN A SAFE LOCATION FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

DISCLAIMER: WHILE EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE ACCURACY, NEITHER RENTACOOP, LLC OR ANY EMPLOYEE OF 

THE COMPANY WILL BE LIABLE ON ANY GROUND WHATSOEVER TO ANY PARTY IN RESPECT OF DECISIONS OR ACTIONS THEY MAY 

MAKE AS A RESULT OF USING THIS INFORMATION.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH RENTACOOP’S POLICY OF CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

E N E R G I Z E R
by R e n t A C o o p ®

U S E R  M A N U A L

For Energizer Models:
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This product has been designed specifically for use with rentacoop’s 
fencing only.

The energizer should only be opened or repaired by qualified personnel. 

Do not connect energizer to mains-operated equipment. Do not connect 
simultaneously to a fence and to any other device such as a poultry trainer. 
Connect energizer to only one device at a time. Otherwise, lightning 
striking your fence will be conducted to all other devices.

Do not use energizer with an extension cord. Use only with a power supply 
that has been installed by a qualified electrician.

Never use household electrical cable: it is not meant to withhold the 
amount of voltage produced by the energizer and will leak electricity. Use 
high voltage lead-out cable wire in buildings to effectively insulate from 
the earthed structural parts of the building and where soil could corrode 
exposed galvanized wire.

R E A D  A L L  WA R N I N G S  B E F O R E  U S E !

U S E R  W A R N I N G S :

E N E R G I Z E R  W A R N I N G S :

G R O U N D  R O D  W A R N I N G S :

E L E C T R I C  F E N C E  W A R N I N G S :

This energizer must be grounded using galvanized metal ground rods to 
ensure the electric fence works correctly. Do not use copper lead-out wire 
or copper ground rods. 

Do not place your ground rod where they are likely to be hit by equipment.

Do not place ground rod near fertilizer, animal urine, or manure - risk of 
corrosion.

Do not use rusty or corroded ground rods.

Mount energizer out of reach of children and pets! 

This appliance is not intended for use by persons (including children) with 
reduced physical, sensory, or mental capabilities, or lack of experience 
and knowledge, unless they hae been given supervision or instruction 
concerning use of the appliance by a person responsible for their safety. 

Children should be supervised to ensure that they do not play with the 
appliance.

Never touch an electric fence with your head, mouth, neck or torso. Do not 
climb over, through, or under an energized fence. Never allow anyone else 
to do so. Instruct all visitors and children to never do so. 

Never place your head or upper spine near an electrified wire. Accidental 
head or neck contact can occur when pushing a voltage probe into the 
soil. Use caution when doing so to avoid head-to-wire contact!
 
Never encourage anyone to touch an electric fence.

Disconnect the energizer from its power supply before making any changes 
to the ground system or electric fence. 

Do not plug in energizer before netting/fencing setup. Finish setup of 
poultry netting before connecting the energizer to a power source. 

Do not supply an electric fence from two energizer units. Only connect one 
energizer to a fence. 

Do not place combustible materials near the fence or energizer 
connections. In times of extreme fire risk, disconnect energizer.

If there is danger of over-flooding, the energizer must be turned off and 
unplugged.  

Never use barbed wire for electric fence wire because people or animals 
could easily become entangled in it. An electric fence can be hazardous 
when there is a risk of entrapment or entanglement. Serious injury 
or death may result. Take all steps to avoid the risk of entrapment or 
entanglement. 

Electric fences bordering public thoroughfare are required to have a 
warning sign at least every 295 feet where the public has access to electric 
fences, such as a long roads. Check with your local authority for specific 
regulations and check your installation to ensure that it complies with 
all local safety regulations. 

Check your local ordinance on fencing laws: local laws may require a 
permit before use.
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20,000-Volt Insulated Hook-up Cable Wire (only if the 
provided wires are not long enough for your setup) 
     long enough to connect the energizer to your grounding system
     another long enough to connect the energizer to your electric fence
Wire Stripper (only if using your own insulated wire)
Lightning Diverter *
GFCI Voltage Spike (Surge) Protector *

Galvanized Steel Ground Rod[s]
     one 3' ground rod (if using RAC60) 
     two 3' OR one 6' ground rod[s] (if using RAC200)
Voltmeter Fence Tester 

The lightning diverter and surge protector are also recommended but  are not required to use 
the product. They will ensure the longevity of the product as well as help to keep you safe.
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Thank you for purchasing a RentACoop® Energizer

This RAC Energizer will power your fencing system. It connects to 
and sends electrical pulses along the fence line at approximately 
one-second intervals. These pulses give your livestock a brief but 
safe shock. Your livestock will remember the shock and avoid the 
fence. It will also protect your animals against predators. 

Recommended equipment

Necessary equipment

* 

CAUTION! 
Make sure the connecting leads drop downwards 

from the energizer unit to prevent water from 
collecting at the terminals. 



Key Symbols on the Energizer Unit

Ground Terminal (GREEN) for connecting the 
energizer to the ground system.

Read full instructions before use. 

Live Terminal (RED) for connecting the energizer 
to the poultry netting electric fence. 

Risk of electric shock! This unit should be 
opened or repaired only by qualified personnel. 
No user serviceable parts.

Ground 
Terminal

[negative]

Energizer
Unit

Grounding 
Cable

Electric Fence 
Connecter

Cable

Fence 
Terminal
[positive]

Package Contents
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Quick Start Guide

Energizer

Grounding 
Cable*

Ground 
Rod

Ground 
Rod

Electric Fence 
Connector 

Cable*

Connect to Energizer Ground Terminal [Negative]

Connect to Energizer Fence Terminal [Positive]

Connect to Fence

Connect to Ground Rod

DO NOT PLUG IN ENERGIZER UNTIL ALL STEPS ARE COMPLETED

1

3

2

4

For more detailed instructions, turn to page 10

If you already have your grounding system and electric fence in 
place and you understand how energizers work, this section is to 
help you complete your setup quickly using RentACoop’s Energizer.

*You can substitute the included wires 
with 20,000V lead-out cable wire
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Choose a place or area where the energizer is protected from direct 
sunlight, rainfall, and other weather elements. The energizer is water-
resistant, but it is not waterproof.

PART 1 PART 2

Locate a place for the Energizer Mount the Energizer

The RentACoop® Energizer can be placed either inside or outside of a 
building wherever there is access to a power outlet. Do not connect the 
energizer to just any regular AC outlet or extension cord, they must be 
a ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet or GFCI extension cord. 

DO NOT place in an area where 
there is risk of fire and/or flood.

We recommend that you mount the energizer vertically on a wall or 
other surface, within reach of a GFCI AC power outlet, and shielded 
from weather. 

Attach screw to a wall 
or other surface. 

Hang the energizer onto 
the screw by the keyhole 
hanger (located on the 
back of the energizer).

keyhole hanger

A GFCI outlet is a type of circuit 
breaker that automatically shuts off 
power directly at the outlet when an 
electrical fault is detected. 

GFCI outlets are normally installed in 
potentially wet or damp areas such 
as basements, bathrooms, garages, 
outdoors, and workshops. 

Damp areas increase the risk of 
dangerous electric shock but using a 
GFCI outlet can significantly reduce 
your risk of injury. 

Consult your local hardware store for 
more information about GFCI outlets.

Mount energizer out of reach of children and pets!
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Installation Instructions

DO NOT 
CONNECT TO 

POWER SOURCE 

UNTIL EVERYTHING 

ELSE IS SAFELY 

IN PLACE!

1

2



If your ground rod is less than 40" away from your energizer, use the 
included 40" black grounding cable. If your ground rod is more than 
40", measure the appropriate length of insulated leadout wire needed 
to go from your energizer to your ground rod and strip off 3" of 
insulation from each end of the measured leadout wire. 

Unscrew the negative ground terminal (Left Green Knob) on the 
energizer.

Connect one end of the grounding wire you are using to the exposed 
negative ground terminal on the energizer. See examples below for 
how to connect.

You will need a minimum of 3' of ground rod for every 1.0 joule of energy released.

PART 3

Install Ground Rod & Connect to Energizer

Minimum Ground Rod Length Requirement

≤ 1 .0 Joule

Energizer Unit Output Amount / Length of Ground Rod[s]

Use one 3.0' ground rod*

Use two 3.0' ground rods spaced 6' apart 
in a straight line or one 6' ground rod*

> 1 .0 Joule
≤ 2 .0 Joules

*If using 3' grounding rods, any additional 3' rods should be spaced at least 6' apart 
in a straight line. Use 3' rods for smaller energizers and lightning diverters. If using 6' 
groundrods, any additional 6' rods should be spaced at least 8' apart in a straight line. 
Use multiple 6' rods for large energizers. If using multiple ground rods, link the grounds 
rods together using leadout wire so that energy can travel from one rod to the next.

The drier your soil is, the less conductive it will be which will result in a weaker 
electrical pulse. 

Avoid installing ground rods in locations where the ground is mostly rock and/
or sandy. Rocks and rocky soils create a physical barrier for the electrons to 
travel so that the pulse will travel around the rocks, reducing available energy 
along the way. Sandy soils do not retain moisture well, limiting conductivity. To 
remedy this, use more ground rods.

The purpose of a ground rod (or multiple ground rods) is to have a planned electrical path to 
dissipate any extra voltage from the energizer into the earth, or ground - hence, “ground” rod. 

Insulated wire is wire covered in a layer (or layers) of insulated material. This 
insulation provides protection from the elements (such as high heat and 
low temperatures), reduces energy leakage, increases efficiency,  all while 
protecting you against electric shock. 

How deep do I install the rods into the ground?

Ground rods should be installed all the way 
into the earth with 4" to 6" sticking out.

Insert the ground rod[s] into conductive, ideally moist, soil.

Galvanized steel rods will remain rust-free 
for a very long time, but will eventually rust.
 
Copper is more conductive but will corrode 
quicker, interrupting the energized circuit.

~ 4" – 6"

Galvanized Steel Ground Rods or 
Copper Ground Rods?

1

2

3

4

5

How Do I Know If I Have 
Enough Ground Rods? 

See FAQs (page 16)

     Grounding Cable                            Stripped Insulated Wire

If using the included 40” grounding 
cable, place one end of the ring 
terminals over the exposed ground 
terminal on the energizer unit.

If using your own insulated wire, 
wrap one end of the stripped 
leadout wire around the base of the 
energizer’s exposed ground terminal. 

Screw the ground terminal closed, ensuring that the ring terminal 
or stripped wire is firmly clamped between the metal washer and 
the base of the terminal.
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How can I 
purchase 

this 3-foot 
ground rod? 



NOTE: There are many different styles and varying materials of ground 
rod clamps. If you are using a galvanized steel ground rod, pair it with a 
galvanized or stainless steel ground rod clamp. If you are using a copper 
ground rod, pair it with a brass ground rod clamp. Combining incompatible 
metals can and will accelerate corrosion and rust.

Connect the other stripped end of the insulated leadout wire 
(or grounding cable if using) to the ground rod.

Unscrew the positive fence terminal (Right Red Knob) on the 
energizer. 

Connect one end of the wire you are using [the 40" red fence 
connector cable OR the insulated leadout wire] to the exposed 
positive fence terminal on the energizer.

Screw the fence terminal closed ensuring that the connection is 
firmly clamped.

Connect the opposite end of the cable wire you are using to one the 
metal clip[s] located on your electric fence. See examples below for 
how to establish a good connection between the energizer and fence.
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Install Ground Rod & Connect to Energizer Continued... Connect Energizer to Electric Fence Continued...

1

6

PART 4

Connect Energizer to Electric Fence

If your energizer is less than 40" away from your electric fence, use the 
included 40" red electric fence connecter cable. If your energizer is 
more than 40", measure the appropriate length of insulated leadout 
wire needed to go from your energizer to your fence and strip 3" of 
insulation from each end of the wire.

2

3

4

5

  Electric Fence Connecter Cable                  Stripped Insulated Wire

If using the included 40” fence connecter 
cable, connect the electric fence 
connecter clip to the metal clip[s] 
located on your fence.

If using your own insulated wire, tightly 
wrap the opposite stripped end of the 
wire multiple times around the fence’s 
metal clip[s].
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It is important to test your electric fence system regularly to ensure it is operating 
properly, and your animals are contained safely. You can use RentACoop’s Digital 
Voltmeter Fence Tester to measure fence line and fence controller (energizer) 
voltage, as well as determine if you have adequate voltage on your fence line. 

Plug the energizer into a nearby GFCI 110V power outlet (USA Type 
B) or GFCI extension cord and be sure to cover the connection 
between the energizer and extension from rain/the elements. 

Check that the light on the front of the energizer is flashing. 

Test fence to ensure it is properly energized.

Follow the instructions that came with your fence tester or voltmeter. The 
reading should register at least 3,000 volts in order to deter furry predators. 

When using the fence voltage tester, DO NOT grab the ground probe 
while the tester is still on the fence. First, remove the tester from the 
live wire so that there is no longer any active current to your tester, 
and then pull the ground probe out of the soil. 

PART 5

Connect Energizer to AC Power outlet

1

2

3

How to Test Your Fence Using 
RentACoop’s Digital Voltmeter

Use a voltmeter to test that your electric fence is working properly. Make sure 
to use a voltmeter that is specifically designed for electric fences and can handle 

large voltages. Below are steps on how to use RentACoop’s Digital Voltmeter:

Test the Energizer

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Unplug the energizer and disconnect it from the fence.
Remove the leads from the positive (red) terminal.
Remove the leads from the negative (green) terminal.
Plug in the energizer.
Touch the ground probe to the negative terminal.
Touch the test probe to the positive terminal.
Read measured voltage on the digital screen.
Remember to disconnect the test probe BEFORE 
removing the ground probe.

NEVER PLACE YOUR HEAD OR UPPER SPINE NEAR A “LIVE” WIRE. 
This can occur by accident when you are testing your fence. Use caution. 

IMPORTANT: After you’re done using the voltmeter, make sure to 
dismount the test probe BEFORE disconnecting the ground probe.

Test the Fence

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

See that the energizer is on. *
Stick the ground probe into the earth.
Touch the test probe to the live fence wire.
Read measured voltage on the digital screen.
Remember to remove the test probe BEFORE 
removing the ground probe.
If your voltmeter is reading less than 3,000 Volts, see FAQs (p.18 B) 
to resolve your fence issues. If your fence is not getting any power, 
please follow the instructions below to test the energizer.

test 
probe

ground 
probe

Make sure the power cord drops 
downwards from the outlet in order to 
prevent rain from pooling at the outlet. 

weatherproof 
outdoor 

gfci outlet
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IMPORTANT: Make sure the energizer is OFF.

Walk down your fence line at least 500 feet from the energizer.  

Insert a galvanized rod into the earth. 

Attach one end of insulated wire to the rod,

Connect the other end to a live-wire on the fence.

Attach a second wire to the ground rod.

Push the other end of the wire into the soil 10 feet away from 

your ground rod, to establish a connection between the rod 

and the earth.  

Turn the energizer on. 

D. How to tell if you have enough ground rods?

You can tell if you have enough ground rods by creating a “worst-case” 
scenario and measuring the amount of voltage build-up around your  ground 
rod[s]. Create a “worst-case” scenario and test for adequate grounding by 
following the directions below:

1.

2.

3

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

You’ve temporarily created a dead short on the  fence.  All the 
energy will travel out of the fence and into the soil via the wire.  

If you don’t have adequate grounding, energy will “pile up” 
around the ground rods creating voltage.  

If the existing ground rods are adequate in total length and 
depth, you should be able to attach a fence voltmeter between 
the ground rods and the temporary wire and get a reading of 
less than 300 volts.  
If the reading is more than 300 volts,  add more ground rod[s].

1.

2.

3.

B. The fence isn’t working. How do I know if the 
problem lies with the energizer or the fence?

Test the fence (p.17) and energizer (p.17) using a voltmeter. If you do 
not own a voltmeter, use these methods:

C. How many volts are needed to keep predators out?

The minimum output to keep short-haired animals out of your fencing area is 
3,000 Volts. If installed correctly with no vegetation touching the fence, this 
energizer will keep multiple 164' electric poultry fences at 3,000 Volts or above. 
This voltage will keep out common predators such as foxes, raccoons, dogs and 
cats. 

Wolves and bears require 5,000 Volts. This energizer with one fence set up 
properly with no grass or weeds touching the fence puts out 7,500 Volts. 

E. Maintenance

For a safe reliable electric fencing system, we recommend following these tips:
•	 Regularly wipe down the unit with a soft damp cloth to ensure that there 

is no build-up of mold, etc.
•	 Do not use any abrasives which may damage the coating of the energizer
•	 Clean any connections and terminals that are showing signs of corrosion
•	 Perform a thorough test of the ground system at least ONCE every year 

and also during dry seasons
•	 Inspect fence lines regularly, clearing any weeds, low hanging branches or 

other vegetation in direct contact with the wire
•	 Check fence wire positions and tensions to ensure the fence lines are 

taught and above vegetative growth.
•	 Ensure all fence wire insulators are intact and in good condition.

A. What does it mean if the energizer’s light is blinking?

This is normal. The energizer only emits a current every second or so because it 
is a pulse-type, low-impedance, energizer and not a continuous current. Every 
time it sends out an electric pulse, the light turns on.

Frequently Asked Questions

Connect ground lead from energizer ground terminal to ground rod(s). 

Connect fence lead with clip from the energizer fence terminal to one of 

the metal clips at one end of the net.

Turn on the energizer by flipping the switch and test the fence to ensure 

that it is properly electrified. 

Remember that with a net fence, the metal clip at the end of your fence 
DOES NOT connect back to the metal clip at the beginning of your net. 
Test the end of the fence to ensure adequate voltage. 
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